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The Brick Wall of a New Genre
Genre doesn’t just refer to things like horror or science fiction; it refers to any type of writing for which you can point out 
specific expectations. 

Genre Expectations of Horror Movies: jump scares, Big Bad Evil Thing, sinister music, etc.
Genre Expectations for Theses & Dissertations: long-form, academic style, chapters, IMRaD, etc.

Thesis and dissertation writing is a brand new genre. You’ve been used to working in the “school writing” genre, and now 
you’re moving into “professional writing.”

Genre Expectations of School Writing: purpose is just to complete assignments, done in short time frames, in 
order to demonstrate knowledge or skills to an audience of just your teachers, in exchange for grades or other 
forms of evaluation
Genre Expectations of Professional Writing: purpose is to communicate research findings or arguments in a field 
of inquiry, done in a much longer time frame, to an audience of other researchers in your field, in exchange for 
professional satisfaction, recognition, and credentials

A new genre is always an uncomfortable place to be. You are learning how to write while you are writing, which isn’t easy 
for anyone. Every one of your professors, mentors, and cohort have experienced or are experiencing the same thing, and 
wਰਰਲ਼㠸evary or aret�䠀͐䱈ncingvary or aret�䠀͐䱈ncingvary or ਨfor儀䨀夀䐀䡬㜸⸰ਨ儀䨀ᴩ倀䬀̀䤀䰀儀䜀䰀儀䨀嘀̀刀唀̀䐀唀䨀堀倀䠀儀圀嘀̀㉌onguments 2䰀刀儀䨀堀倀䠀儀䴀堀嘀圀̀呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔吱㔮《㍔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔呔ㄵ⸰ਲ਼呔呔呔呔㕔呔吴吊《〷ਲ਼㠱儀䠸ੂ呔ਰਰ㜊㌸ㄮ汑e㠊䉔吊《㈰ㄷ㜶⸰੬呔吴吊《㈰ㄷ㜶⸰ਊㄮ《《《ㄮ《㜱⸳㔴㌳㘴⸴㌰㐵洊焊《《《牧ੂ吊〱〱⸱㙧ੂ吊〶ੲ朴ㄶ㘷昊ㄮ《《《ⴱ⸰ਹ⸰ਲ㌮〸㝔洊《《呤ਨGenre doesn’t just 㩑ew genrerien youd尀̀刀兑, re⤊ㄸ⸰ਨr䐀匀圀䠀唀嘀ༀ̀Ⰰool e lo bessi䰀儀̀䜃⤊呪呪吊塌䠀圀riting i剗hing genre呪吊堃while 吊《呲ਯ䙯嘀뉈 thi剑g嘶㘶㘶㜊呦⸰ਰਰਭㄮ《㤮《㌴㌮〷呭ਰਰ搊⠀⨀䠀儀唀䠀̀䜀刀䠀嘀㉌㌲刀儀嘀圀唀䐀圀䡉樊䕔ਊ⠀㰩䰀䐀伀嘩檲崊告ੈ儀䜀̀儀儀똀圀̀䠀䐀圀䰀倀䠀̀̀坉ਰਰੌ䠀儀䙄ouc嘩橗䐀倀䡗䐀̀䤀䰀䠀伀



Tips to Overcome Writing Anxiety 
and Procrastination
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