
TRANSLATING YOUR SCIENTIFIC FIGURES FOR A
PUBLIC AUDIENCE

As scientists and graduate students studying science, you know better than anyone else
that science is complicated. You also know that the study and development of science is crucial
and that it is imperative that the general public understand and embrace scientific principles and
research if we want to create a productive future. Unfortunately, a large percentage of us do not
possess the tools necessary to T genera�ոሀ



Consider the differences between these two figures. Figure A provides great detail in its
caption and in its visual descriptors while Figure B simplifies the language so that audiences
outside of the realm of its field of study can understand its contents. Imagine if a Figure C
existed that was meant to explain this information to high school students, or a Figure D that
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