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 The criteria for evaluating political science faculty are determined necessarily by the nature 

of the discipline. In Part I, we describe political science as an academic discipline and discuss how 

that shapes what the political science program at Rowan University expects of its tenure-track 

faculty. In Part II, we elaborate on the program�¶�V���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���L�Q���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G��
service. 

 
WHAT IS POLITICAL SCIENCE?  
 

 Political science is an academic discipline that incorporates a wide array of fields of study 

and methodological approaches. On its website, the American Political Science Association defines 

it thus: 

 

�³�3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��
processes, systems, and political behavior. Political science subfields include 

political theory, political philosophy, political ideology, political economy, policy 

studies and analysis, comparative politics, international relations, and a host of 

related fields. . . . Political scientists use both humanistic and scientific perspectives 

and tools, and a variety of methodological approaches to examine the process, 

�V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V���R�I���D�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���´ 

 

 As is apparent by this definition, the hallmark of Political Science as an academic discipline 

is its diversity. This diversity manifests itself in three separate ways: diversity of subject areas, 

diversity of methodologies, and diversity of applications. As a result, political scientists have 

multiple paths to contribute to the study and teaching of the discipline 

 

 Traditionally, political science has divided itself into five fields: American politics, 

comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and public law. More recently, this list 

of fields has expanded to include public policy, research methodology, and race, class and gender 

studies. Even so, political science is an infinitely more complex discipline as each of these fields is 

divided into a variety of discrete subfields. For example, scholars of American politics include 

institutionalists studying the congress, the presidency, or state and local governments; as well as 

behaviorists who study public opinion, voting theory, or the psychology of political office holders. 

Comparative politics includes regional specialists as well as those who study phenomena that affect 

a variety of countries. Public law contains constitutional scholars as well as those who study the 

courts as political institutions. In short, subjects in political science are highly diverse and 

segmented. 

 

 Methodologically, political science scholars utilize the tools of nearly every other academic 

discipline. The methodological toolkit of political science includes statistical techniques, historical 

analysis, theoretical mathematics, psychological studies, controlled experiments, legal analysis, 



philosophical inquiry, systems analysis, literary analysis, survey research, and many others. Even 

the act of data collection varies throughout the discipline as some scholars can access extensive 

public records while others must perform surveys, do archival research, travel to conduct extensive 

personal interviews, or collect and analyze enormous new data sets. For American politics 

specifically, quantitative methods are used most often. For example, Tier 1 peer-reviewed journals 

for scholars of American politics and public policy (explained in Section II) publish almost 

exclusively quantitative research.  

 

 In terms of its application, political science research varies widely and can speak to many 

different audiences. Some is designed to help policy makers who, for example, are interested in 

knowing if government programs are effective. Other research speaks to an academic audience 

seeking a more scholarly interpretation of the political world. Other political science research is 

more normative or theoretical in nature, seeking the abstract purity of philosophy and mathematics. 

As with subject matter and methodology, the research of individual political scientists tends to 

focus on addressing one of these audiences. 

 

 This multi-dimensional diversity has necessitated segmentation of scholarship. Political 

scientists cannot be masters of all political subjects, methods and audiences. Instead, scholars focus 

on a small number of subfields, methods, and typically on a single type of application. This 

segmentation is manifested in the training of political scientists, the publication of political science 

research, and the availability of external funding. 

 

Training of Political Scientists 

 

 Ph.D. programs typically require degree candidates to train in two fields of political 

science. Within those fields, Ph.D. students generally focus on only a couple of subfields. 

Moreover, given the wide variation in methodologies available, political scientists gain expertise in 

the techniques relevant to their area of research, obtaining a substantially lower capacity in other 

political science methodologies. 

 

Publication and Grants in Political Science 

 

 Because of the diversity and segmentation of the political science discipline, publishing 

opportunities are also diverse and segmented. There is no single canon in political science. Instead, 

each subfield has its own literature and its own publishing outlets. Few political science journals 

publish articles across the entire range of the discipline, and those are dominated by scholars from 

Ph.D. granting universities. A 2010 study showed that only 16 percent of articles in top political 

science journals were written by scholars from non-Ph.D. granting universities.1 Most journals 

concentrate on a single field, subfield or subject area. Thus, there is no single metric that can be 

applied to all publishing outlets. Each publication must be judged by the prestige of the journal 

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�¶�V���Lndividual specialty. 

 

 







(4) Conducting off-campus programs, including study abroad 

 

D. Developing as a teacher. 

 

Characteristics of such development include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

(1) Conducting pedagogical research 

(2) Attending and participating in professional development activities 

(3) Keeping up to date about pedagogical concepts 

(4) Collaborating with colleagues to develop new concepts and techniques 

 

 

  



II.  Evaluation of Scholarly and Creative Activity (Assistant, Associate, and Full Professor) 
 



Producing, consulting, coordinating, or working on video programs, TV or radio programs 

Conference presentations 
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2nd Year Recontracting:  

Faculty must minimally demonstrate some evidence of 
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    (6) Writing or editing newsletters 

    (7) Electronic productions 

 

 

B. Partnerships with other agencies. 

 

(1) Collaborations with schools, industries, or civic agencies for program or policy 

development 

    (2) Exhibits in other educational or cultural institutions 

    (3) Economic or community development activities 

 

C. Contributions to disciplinary and professional associations. 

 

(1) Leadership positions in professional organizations such as the American Political Science 

Association, The Northeastern Political Science Association, etc. 

    (2) Service to accreditation boards 

(3) Organizing regional or national conferences sponsored by professional associations. 
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ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

Rowan University 
 

Rank: Assistant Professor 

 

Subfield(s): Public Policy 

 

The Department of Political Science and Economics at Rowan University invites applications for a 

tenure-track Assistant Professor of Political Science position beginning in Fall 2020. The Department 

seeks candidates with expertise in public policy. Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to 

excellence in both research and teaching, as well as the potential to secure external grant/fellowship 

support. Teaching responsibilities include introductory and advanced courses in public policy and 

American politics. A 3/3 teaching load is guaranteed for the first two years and can be renewed 

annually with evidence of continuing scholarship. Female candidates and candidates of color are 

strongly encouraged to apply. Rowan University is an equal opportunity and affirmative action 

employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to age, 

http://jobs.rowan.edu/cw/en-us/job/493760/assistant-professor-of-political-science-tenure-track
http://jobs.rowan.edu/cw/en-us/job/493760/assistant-professor-of-political-science-tenure-track
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monographs usually differ in profound ways from the book-length work of textbook authors, 

journalists, or other writers.  Unlike these accounts, which are usually synthetic of other works, the 

kind of monograph discussed in this addendum is based upon years and years of original research, is 

exhaustively footnoted, makes an original and lasting contribution to the field, and is vigorously peer-

reviewed. 

 

Assumptions:  This timeline makes two assumptions.  First, the candidate will receive adjusted load for 

research activity each year.  Denial of adjusted load at any stage of the process would delay outcomes.  

�6�H�F�R�Q�G�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���I�R�U���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�K�H���³�E�R�R�N���S�D�W�K,�´���I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H��
transformation and expansion of the dissertation into a monograph. 

 

The Life Cycle of a Scholarly Monograph 

1. Unrevised dissertation manuscript or 2-3 working chapters. 

2. Agenda for dissertation revision based on feedback provided by experts in the field (such as 

dissertation committee members, panel commentators at professional conferences, members of 

work-in-
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ADDENDA TO TENURE & RECONTRACTING CRITERIA ADDRESSING POTENTIAL IMPACT OF 
COVID-19 

“Note on the Impact of COVID-19 on areas of teaching , research, and service: 


